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1. In memory of Vic Mercer.

Vic Mercer from Great Britain died 28th January 2007, one day after his 87th birth day.

In the 1980th, Vic played an important part in developing powerlifting into a popular sport world wide. 

He was en excellent administrator and he was both IPF and EPF president from 1982 to 1988.

The first EPF Constitution and By-laws was part of his work and this important document was accepted at the EPF Congress in 1987. From that Congress, EPF became an independent organisation with a structure like we have today.

Vic also hosted big international and national championships in Great Britain with great success. 

I had the pleasure to join Vic in the IPF Executive committee from 1983 to 1987 and I remember him as strong-willed person clever to find solutions and compromises on problems that easily arises in the sport. He was a likeable person  -  friendly to his friends but hard to his opponents.

EPF owe Vic Mercer a big thank you for all what he did for European and world wide powerlifting. We will remember him as one of the greatest leaders and administrators in our sport!
Thank you, Vic – and rest in peace!

2.  EPF Congress 2007.

The EPF Congress will take place in Koscian, Poland 7 May
2007, starting at 19:00 hrs. 

Amendments to the EPF Constitution and the By Laws and other proposals to be included in the Congress Agenda must be in the hands of the GS latest 9. March 2007. 

Please prepare to confirm your bids for organising European championships and cups in 2008 and 2009.

Application for organising Europeans in 2010 must be sent to the GS within 9 March.
Application form can be loaded down from the EPF web or required from the GS Dietmar Wolf.

At the Congress in Poland election of EPF officials take place. Please forward your candidates to the GS within 9 March.
3. European records.

From 1 January 2007 some new technical rules were implemented by IPF.  One of these rules is concerning World records and EPF will follow the same rule for European records.

This means that European records may only be made at World, Continental, Regional and National Championships.

4. Correction in the EPF By Laws 101.11.3.2.

An error in By Laws 101.11.3.2  is corrected and the text is clarified.  The text reading:

“Closing dates for European championships are 6 to 8 weeks prior to the contest dates.”

The text is changed to:

“Closing date for an organiser of European Championships to provide all details in the invitation is 6 to 8 months prior to the contest date”.
5. Greetings from the President.

2007 will be an exciting year for powerlifting. First we will have new election of EPF officials and later on election of IPF officials. 

Some officials will seek re-election and others will withdraw. I do not expect a big change in the policy of how EPF and IPF are governed even with new people in the Executive. The Constitution, Bylaws and the Technical rules, which are the basis of all what we are doing, have democratic been decided at our Congresses for more than three decades and regulates all what we are doing. 

But every organisation must continuously work to improve the sport to make it more popular for both the lifters, leaders, spectators and perhaps most important – the television and the newspapers. Besides, our sport must be credible and reflect high moral to gain broad support from the man on the street.

/ Arnulf Wahlstrom
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