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Report from the Open European Championships in Syktyvkar.

The Open European championships in Syktyvkar, Russia was an outstanding well organised championships. The Ministry of the Komi Republic (one of the Russian republics) supported this championships and I was very impressed to see that they had renewed completely a sport hall dedicated to this championships at a cost of £ 500,000. The sport hall had all facilities needed to organise large powerlifting events. Never before have I experienced than an organiser had built a complete new venue just for a European championship.

The hotel was of a good standard with a generous buffet breakfast and the transportation between the hotel and venue functioned perfect. 

Further, the opening ceremony was more spectacular and pompous than I have ever seen before at any European championships. The President of the Komi republic, Mr. Spiridonov, made the official opening of the championships and the sport hall. 

500 spectators were the maximum capacity of the sport hall, so the only negative about the opening ceremony was that additional 3000 people crowded outside could not get in. 

Köberich, Bogatchev and myself had the honour to be invited to the President’s office for an official reception. The President granted further support and even an extension of the sport hall if a World championship could be dedicated to Syktyvkar. It is such kind of support the powerlifting sport needs giving ultimate facilities to lifters and officials.

The banquet was outstanding with a great number of different foods and much to drink “the Russian way”. The Sport Minister of Komi republic, Mr. Ivanov, generously gave away gifts to lifters and official. Dancing artists (nice looking girls) and music accompanied the banquet.

The meet director, Mr. Kishko, had an experienced staff that  took care of all technical and organising work during the championships. The secretary table had 4 computers and experienced people did run the competition in a professional manner.

The venue had a big electronic blackboard displaying names of the lifters, the kilo loaded on the bar, existing European records etc. Besides, an ordinary big score sheet that was manually manually operated, was placed behind the lifting platform. The loaders did an outstanding job not doing any single mistake as far as I recognised during the whole championships. I must also give a big honour to the audience (all seats were occupied during the whole championships) as they applauded all good performances independent from the lifters’ nationality – a really good sportsmanship. 

However, there was one shortcoming also at this otherwise nearly 100% perfect championships. The organiser did not provide IPF recognised bar and plates. A bar initially announced to be of Ivanco production showed up to be from another USA producer. The bar technically met IPF standard and so did the plates, so the IPF technical committee has decided that the records made shall be noted. However, using such none IPF recognised equipment is not according to IPF rules and must not happen again at any European championships. The reason for this shortcoming was that two Eleiko bars given by IPF to the Russian PF in April for both the IPF Students cup in Novgorod and this Europeans in Syktyvkar are still stuck in the Russian custom.

Including myself I am sure that all participants from west Europe are impressed by this good organisation from a Russian organiser. As I assured both the President and the Sport Minister of Komi Republic, the frame and content of this European championships will be perfect also for an Open World championships- so perhaps a bid will come to organise a Worlds in Syktyvkar.

Countries that did not take part missed an excellent organised championship and they missed the great hospitality from the organising people in the city of Syktyvkar.  

Well done, Syktyvkar, we will all remember the good memories from this championship! 

Final nomination of lifters (19 May 2001):

MEN. (Max 13 lifters)  Men -1 Konstantin, Pavlov, Andruchin, Mikhail both RUS, Brandtzaeg, Roy, NOR / Men-2 Tarasenko, Andrey, Mor, Sergey, both RUS, Solovyov, Dmitro, UKR, Theuser, Petr, CZR

Men-3, Suslov, Nikolai and Gurianov, Maxim, RUS, Ivanenko, Volodimy and Naleikin, Viktor, UKR, Ljungberg, Jørgen SWE, Stiklestad, Erik NOR

WOMEN.  (Max 13 lifters) Women-1 Koskinen, Raja FIN Liimatainen, Riita SWE, Tatjana, Eltsova and Shapovalova, Nataliya, RUS  Women-2 Kudinova, Marina and Abromova, Irina RUS, Orsini, Antonietta ITA,  Savola, Pirjo FIN, Fischer, Birgit GER,  Women-3 Miklasevich, Svetlana and Rumyantseva, Natalia  RUS, Jamin, Cecile FRAU, Blikra, Inger NOR.

WG officials/coaches/press.

All people below with status EPF-off must cover their own accommodation in Akita. 

Norbert Wallauch and Heiner Köberich Guests of  International Worldgames Association 

Arnulf Wahlstrøm, John Stephenson and Gaston Parage, EPF in Passport, free Accomodation.  Same for Vladimir Bogatchev RUS, Vasiliy Aloev UKR and Dietmar Wolf NOR. Frank Mueller GER, 

To pay accomodation : Denis Unitt and Helen Unitt GBR Jiri Hofirek CZR, Igor Derevyanro and Boris Sheyko and Guennadiy Khodasevitch and Serguey Ivanov and Julia Serdeva RUS, Kåre Lundgren SWE, Gerard Hernandez FRA, Sandro Rossi and Maria-Pia Moscianese ITA, Ivan Zbandut UKR, Margot Nilsen NOR, Päivi Haapoja FIN.

Arnulf Wahlström

New European Record Registrar.

After two years of updating the European records, Ann-Christin Johansen has asked to be replaced as European Record Registrar due to her "nearly 24 hours of daily work" as General Secretary in the Norwegian PF. The total workload has become too heavy so she want to reduce some engagements. EPF wants to thank AC Johansen for her accurate and conscientious work as RR. A duty she has carried out to full satisfaction for the EPF. As new European Record Registrar is appointed Jari Tähtinen from Finland.

Jari Tähtinen, Maratontie 7 A 3, 01280 Vantaa, FINLAND, TEL: 358-9-3499288 , FAX: 358-9-56135260, Mobile phone: 358-40-5730860, e-mail: jtahtine@nettilinja.fi
Minutes EPFCONGRESS 2001 Syktyvkar.
The Congress took part in Syktyvkar 10 May 2001 with delegates from 15 member nations.

Köberich and Wahlström took part from the EPF Executive.

All Reports were accepted unanimously.


Minutes of the last Congress were accepted unanimous

There was 1 Election for an Appeal Committee chairman, elected was Kalevi Sorsa, Finland, unanimous.

PROPOSALS

1. From the EPF EC: Add at the end of the text in the EPF Constitution 404.5 Duties (a):

“He (the EPF President) shall represent the EPF at the IPF Executive Meetings and the IPF Congress.” Accepted unanimous 

2. Change the IPF Constitution 404A.5 Duties (b) (5). To read:

“To represent his Region at the IPF Executive Meeting and the Congress with vote and voice.” Accepted unanimous

3. Organisers of European championships and cups shall provide the referees  and the EPF officials with free meals during the competition. Free meals should preferably include at least two servings of food and non-alcoholic drinks each competition day served in the competition area. Only  referees and EPF officials that  work with  official duties during a competition day shall be granted such benefit from the organiser. Accepted unanimous

4. Any nation participating with more than 4 lifters in  EPF championships or EPF cups should include at least one international referee among its team officials available for refereeing or being jury member. In combined  championships/cups (Men and Women)  the 4 lifters include the total number of lifters from one nation. 

If a referee from that nation is not present or, if present, is not available to act in the capacity of either referee or member for jury during the championship/cup, then the lifters are allowed to take part  but a fine of DM 500  has to be paid by the nation.

Such payment must be in the hand of the EPF Treasurer before lifters from that nation are allowed to take part in any further EPF championships or cup. Accepted. 10 yes / 3 no 

5. EPF shall adopt the same doping fees and fines as the IPF standard, This means that in 2001 the fee and fines are: DM 50 and DM 600 and in 2002 E 30 and E 300 respectively. Accepted. 13 yes/ 0 no

6. Disciplinary Committee. 606.4.

(a) The Disciplinary Committee  (DC) shall be entrusted with the  examination and  decision of  all disciplinary cases within the EPF. The mandate will be as specified in the IPF Constitution 404A.2 (7)(b) The procedure to deal with doping cases will be the following:

1. 
All relevant papers regarding a positive doping sample shall without delay be sent to the DC chairman by the General Secretary or the President

2. 
The DC shall inform the Federation, in which the lifter that tested positive is a member, to ask for any explanation or comments regarding  the positive sample. The Federation shall be given a time limit of maximum 1 month to  answer the request from the DC.

3. 
If appealed  by the Federation , in which the lifter that tested positive is a member, to have the B sample analysed, then the DC will organise with the laboratory to have this carried out. The fee for appeals are DM 1000 to be paid to the EPF Treasurer  prior  to any analyses of the B sample.

4. 
When all tests and investigations are completed the DC will issue the decision of the doping case and publish this to the Federation of which the suspended lifter is a member and to the EPF EC members. Accepted. 14 yes/ 1 no

7. Institute in the Constitution  a new committee named Appeal Committee. Mandate for the Committee will be as described in the IPF Constitution  (404A.2 (b) (Appeal hearings.) Elect a chairman of the Appeal Committee at the 2001 Congress. Accepted. 14 yes / 0 no. 

8. From 2002 the yearly EPF memberships fee (national affiliations) is raised to Euro 250. (DM 500) Accepted. 14 yes/ 0 no 
The EPF Constitution and By-Laws were revised by Broström prior to the Congress.  New updates will  be made after the Congress and published on the EPF web.

Hall of Fame: 2 Lifters  accepted: Jan Wilczynski, Wym Elin. Both accepted. 13 yes / 0 no
Others

A.)Membershipfees 2001, Still to pay, if it arrives in January it will not cost any extra money only 400,-- DM. From June on it costs each month to late 15,-- DM more, that means from June it is 475,-- DM. for HUN, POR, GEO. Still it is a problem with sending the money by Bancdraft as some forgot to tell that they also take the cost in Germany, if not done like that then arrives less the 400 DM. So ist then from June that the members not have paid the Fee must be suspended according to the IPF By-Laws from membersip in EF until payment ot the fee 2001.

Calender EPF + IPF+FESUPO+NAPF  2000 to  2003

2001  all given and all confirmed

European Juniors 
June      13th to 17th
Pontrieux France 150 km de Rennes
European Masters 
July        3rd to   8th
Bratislava Slovankia House of Sport
European Union Cup 
July       27th to 29th
Birmingham-Great Britain <-new date

EPF Masters Benchpress
August   3rd to 6th 
Gönüi Hungary <-change April
Soutamerican Juvenil Masters 
August     9th to 12th
Yaracuy  Venezuela

EPF Benchpress 
August    9th to 12th 
Jürmela, Latvia <-change April

World-Games
August   19th to 21st 
Akita-City Japan 5 days competition

Worlds Juniors 
September 11th to 16th 
Sofia Bulgaria 

World subjuniors
September 26th to 30th
Sotchi   Russia

Worlds Masters 
October     16th to 21st
Moose Jaw Canada

Mens World 
November  13th to 18th 
Sotkamo Finland

European Women's open
Nov.29th to    Dec. 2nd
Usti nad Labem Czechia

World Bench. Champ.
December    6th to 9th
New Zealand   Christchurch

2002  all given (EPF and IPF) all confirmed

Danube Cup 
March   22nd to 24th 
Kolomia Ukraine

Northamericans all
March middle
Venue not known

Students Wolrds
April 2nd weekend
Novgorod Russia

2nd Masters World Bench
April 20th to 23rd
USA Kileen Texas

Men's European 
May        8th to 12th 
Sweden

Womens World 
May       29th to 2nd June 
Riesa Germany 

European Juniors 
June      12th to 16th
Hungary or Ukraina

European Masters 
July        2nd to   7th
Latvia Riga

European Union Cup 
July       19th to 21st
Arnheim Holland

Southamerican Mens open
August   1st to 4th
San Isidro Buenos Aires Argentina

EPF Benchpress
August    13th to 18th
Prague Czechia

EPF Benchpress Masters
August    13h  to 18h 
Prague Czechia

Worlds Juniors 
September 10th to 15th 
Venezuela

World subjuniors
September last weekend
Chia Yi Teipei

Worlds Masters 
October      9th to 13th
Argentina-Villa Maria Cordoba

Mens World 
November  12th to 17th 
Bratislava/Slovakia 

European Women's open
Nov.28th to    Dec. 1st
Perunka Finland

World Bench. Champ.
December    5th to 8th
Luxembourg Hamm

2003  all given (Europe) and IPF

Danube Cup 
March   25th  to 27th 
Hungary

Northamericans all
March middle
venue requested

Students Cup
2nd weekend April
Ukraine Kiev

Masters World Bench
April 21st to 24th
Prag Czechia

Men's European 
May        11th to 15th 
Sofia Bulgaria

Womens World 
May       291st to 25th  
USA Chicago near O´Hara airport

European Juniors 
June      10th to 15th
Nymburk Czechia

European Masters 
July        1st to   6th    
Hungary 

European Union Cup 
July       18th to 20th
Rennes-France

EPF Benchpress
August    8th to  10th
Kolomia Ukraine

Southamerican Juvenile+Masters Aug.   8th to 10th
Villa Maria della Cordoba Argentina 

EPF Benchpress Masters
August   15th to 17th 
Yugoslavia

Worlds Juniors 
September 9th to 14th 
Poland Bialystock

World subjuniors
September last weekend
New Delhi India

Worlds Masters 
October      7th to 12th
Trento Italy 

Mens World 
November  11th to 16th 
Randers Denmark

European Women's open
Nov.26th to    30th    
Trencin Slovakia

World Bench. Champ.
December    4th to 7th
Slovakia Pestani 80 km north Bratislava

provide your bids if behind stands bid= that means its not given by voting at Congress (only a bid),

Venue requested =means you can send in your bid. All others are given.Maintained by Heiner 
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