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1. The Mens open 2000 Riesa-Germany

The city of Riesa in Germany is known as a cultural city organising big international championships, tournaments and concerts. The city has made it to a business to organise such events and they have a professional organisation with employed people taking care of all organising details. This European championships was nearly 100% perfect organised. At this championships also the transport from/to the airport and between the hotels and the venue was perfect. The venue was set up  as a small part of a very big venue and no practical details were missing. Also a press centre with free telephone, fax, Internet, copy machines etc. was all the time available. About 30 paid employees and 10-15 volunteers from all over Germany were present during the whole championships to take care of all practical details of the organisation.

With this excellent organisation  the lifters, leaders, referees etc. felt very comfortable and we could all walk around to enjoy this perfect organised championships and feel that powerlifting really was a sport with high status. Even the weather could not have been better with sun and more than 25 degrees every day. The city of Riesa and the German Weightlifting Federation should be very proud of this perfect organised championships.  Now we have experienced how things can be organised when people cooperate in a professional manner to run a big championships and this standard will be very hard to copy or come close to for future organisers. But it is this standard we want for all the Europeans.

This championships was the biggest Senior Europeans we ever have had with 114 lifters from 22 nations. Also the quality of the lifting was very high with Worlds and European records broken. At the end of the championships a free banquet was provided by the organiser with a lot to eat and drink. 

I am sure all participants will remember Riesa with pleasure. The people were very friendly and helpful and when it comes to organisation they are really experts. Thank you Riesa!

Arnulf Wahlström

EPF President.

2. Minutes of the EPF Congress 2000

19 Nations were present at the congress and voting. All reports were accepted unanimously. Balance from 1999 was accepted also the Budget for 2000.

Proposals. 

A.) Norway is alowed form 2000 on to be a part of the European Union Cup. All yes.

B.) IPF Executive : The IPF Executive shall consists out of the President, one Vicepresident, General Secretary, Treasurer and 6 Regional representatives and the chairmen of Technical committee.

The Vicepresident shall be elected only out of the regional representatives ( representing active region ) and shall not come from same region like president or General Secretary. 

The regional representatives have equal rights and mandate as the other executive members as long as they represent active regions. "Active Region" means a Region that organise yearly regional Congress and championships with representative Quorum present. ( >30% of the memberfederations ). If that is not fullfiled, the regional representative has only the right to speak and propose, but no vote with in the Executive.  All yes

C.) A fine will be imposed if the date of competition is changed after the invitation is sent out or less then 6 month from the championships. The fine is the same as the championships-fee.

D.) EPF include in the EPF Bench-championships an competition for disabled lifters. Failed. 13 No, 3 Yes 3 obstentions.

E.) Future championships will be given 3 years in advance.

New Members applications were non ,but 3 nations asked for the procedure to become members, Grece, Israel and Turkie.

Hall of Fame. Official : Henk Keizer  Holland, Lifters : Leopold Krendl  Austria and Natalia Rumyantseva Russia. All elected with all votes.

Future Championships, calendar in next Issue and Internet.

After the Congress IPF President informed about Inzer Agreement and it followed a lot of questions and discussion. IPF secretary gave out the text of the 1993 agreement and finaly the negative meaning about that agreement was changed, although some still did not agree the way it was done. See IPF Newsletter.

4.) Others

A.) The Membership-fees. Only one Nation is left:  GEO. If not payed until end of May it costs every month 15,-- DM more. Now ist 475,-- DM

Heiner Köberich 

